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WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 21, 2008 Manistee County Courthouse & Government Center
8:30 A.M. Board of Commissioners Meeting Room

AGENDA

1) 8:30 AM. - Finance Report Jeri Lyn Prielipp, Financial Assistant

2) Review and consideration of recommending payment of the following FY 2008/09
appropriations and miscellaneous invoices:

Miscellaneous Appropriations:

A) Manistee County Agricultural Society request for $10,000 (budgeted at $14,000,
which includes $4,000 for Michigan Energy Fair) (APPENDIX A)

B) Northwest Michigan Council of Governments request for $4,174 (budgeted at
$4,174) (APPENDIX B)

C) Human Services Collaborative Body request for $2,500 (budgeted at $2,500)
(APPENDIX C)

D) Conservation Resource Alliance request for $500 (budgeted at $500) (APPENDIX
D)

Invoices:

A) None.

3) Miscellaneous Information/Discussion Items,

A) Service contracts between Manistee County and non profit entities. (APPENDIX
E)

B) DIscussion regarding Manistee Local Revenue Sharing Board P,I.L,T. payment
reductions. (APPENDIX F)

C) Consideration of rescheduling the time for the November and December Ways
& Means Committee meetings from 8:30 A,M. to the afternoon to accommodate
Jan1ce McCraner who is unable to attend the morning meetings.

4) 9:00 A,M. Peggy Falk, Equaliiation Director, will appear before the Committee to
discuss the following topics:

A) 2008 County Apportionment Report
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B> H3RIII Legislation (APPENDIX G)

C) Potential sharing of a GIS Department with Wexford County

D) Free GIS mapping workshop scheduled to educate local government policy
makers on the national spatial data infrastructure, the benefits to Michigan
communities and possible strategies for implementing durable, mutually
beneficial regional or state-wide coordination. One of these workshops is
scheduled for Wednesday, December 10, 2008 in Gaylord. (APPENDIX H)

5) 9:30 A.M. - The Committee will meet with representatives from various veterans
organizations to discuss the future of the Veterans Counselor position and various
operational and financial/funding issues associated with Manistee County’s Veteran
Affairs operation. (APPENDIX I)

6> Other Items from Committee Members.

7) Adjournment. [rn h: aqendas\W & M 102108
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INVOICE

TO: Manistee County FROM: Northwest Michigan Council of Governments
do Marilyn Kliber, County Clerk P.O. Box 506
Manistee County Courthouse Traverse City, MI 49685-0506
415 Third St.
Manistee, MI 49660

DATE: 10/1/2008

DESCRIPTION: FY 2008-09 Manistee County Appropriation for the
Northwest Michigan Council of Governments

Amount: $4,174
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Human Services Collaborative Body
P0 BOX 611

Manistee Ml 49660
!schmanistee1gmai 1 .com

October 10, 2008

Good Morning,

On behalf of all of the members of the Manistee County community, I would like to offer
my sincere thanks for all of the work and accomplishments of your organization in 2008.
Fogether through the most difficult economic challenges we have ever faced, Manistee County
continues to strive to meet the human services needs of all of our residents. Thank you for all of
your efforts.

As we move into 2009, collaboration and coordination of services, resources, energies,
and skills becomes even more critical. With limited dollars, staft and volunteer hours, and
growing needs, we must work together whenever possible. Our strength lies in our large number
of dedicated individuals, agencies, and volunteers working as a team.

In 2008, your HSCB made significant strides forward improving collaborative efforts:

• Adopted a Strategic Plan
• Increased Outreach to Inactive Members
• Surveyed Inactive Members to Determine why they have opted out of HSCB Process
• Approved Mission and Vision Statements
• Hired a Coordinator; Created Job Description for Coordinator
• Positioned HSCB to act as Board/Coordinator as Administrator
• Identified Potential Funding Sources for Coordinator and obtain Commitment to

Ensure and Share Funding
• Adopted a Facilitation Process
a Adopted a Formal Process for Recording Actions
• Adopted a Process for Conducting Meetings
• Designated Coordinator as the iead in Communicating among member agencies
• Formally Designated Agency heads as HSCB Representatives

In addition, working together we have:

• Supported numerous grant eThrts
• Engaged all youth-serving agencies in conversation
• V ntten lcttLr ot support to legislators Lnourdg1ng thL support of puhli housing

funds
• ( o—sponsorLd a hrL iktast ith S ‘ n [)&.hhk. St lbe9



• Engaged participation in accessible transportation discussions with providers
• ileld a Poverty Simulation with 70 community members in attendance
• Increased public awareness of HSCB agencies through multiple press releases
• Engaged MSHDA in conversations to improve HARP voucher program
• Participated in state-wide hornelessness activities
• I leard nurnLrous rn-depth agency reports to learn more about available programs and

services in our community — gaining better knowledge of each other
• Significantly increased attendance and participation in HSCB meetings
• Improved communications between agencies and individuals
• Increased awareness of available trainings, programs, services
• Engaged each other in solution-finding conversations and activities

Today, the HSCB is working only because of the tremendous participation and
involvement of so many of our community agencies With your active participation and
financial support, we will all be better able to serve our community members in 2009.

I am asking you at this time to plan to fmancially support the HSCB in 2009. A copy of
the adopted dues structure plan is enclosed for your use. Your financial commitment will
ensure that all agencies are able to benefit from the coordination efforts provided by the
HSCB - efforts that drive creative, effective, and efficient solutions.

Please complete the attached form and return with your 2009 fmancial commitment
payable to HSCB. Your personal and frnancial comniitnients to this community
collaborative are very much appreciated I look forward to the progress we will make
working together in 2009.

Please let me know if you have any comments, questions, or suggestions for improving
the Manistee County HSCB. Let me know what you can do to make this collaborative
more effective for everyone.

Seeypu at the meetings!

C rocket , Coordinator
Manistee County
1-luman Services Collaborative Body
P0 llo 611
\iaflr,tU. MI 466O

a
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Our Mission
The HSCB is dedicated to improving the
quality of life of our communities by
maximizing collaboration, mobilizing support,
and providing leadership in identifying
community needs and seeking creative,
dynamic, efficient, and effective solutions.

Who We Are
We are a collective group of aver thirty local
and state organizations, schools, agencies,
and individuals combining resources, skills,
and talents to meet the needs of individuals
and families in Manistee County.

Why We Collaborate
It makes good sense — and “cents” — to
combine resources to solve community
issues. A family in crisis impacts a
community in health care, education, law
enforcement, service agencies, housing, and
employment. Working together, we can help
families in all areas, Resources continue to
dwindle at a time when needs are on the
rise. Together, we can do more to make a
difference to help those in need.

Join Us
Our strength lies in our large number of
dedicated individuals and agencies. Be part
of the solutions team. For more information

to join, contact the Manistee HSCB at
hscbmanisteeqmaiLcom or write us at P0
Box 611 Mpistee, Ml 49660

Department of Human Services
District Health Department #10
West Shore Medical Center
Manistee-Benzie Comm. Mental Health
United Way of Manistee County
Manistee County 2-1-1
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
M’stee Senior Center Council on Aging
City of Manistee
City of Manistee Housing Commission
Manistee County Commissioners
Manistee Cnty Community Foundation
Alliance for Economic Success
Manistee Chamber of Commerce
West Shore Community College
Manistee Intermediate School District
Manistee Area Public Schools
Casman Alternative Academy
Bear Lake Schools
Onekama Consolidated Schools
Kaieva-Norman-Dickson Schools
Manistee Recreation Association
Individual Citizens

Michigan State Police
Manistee County Sheriff Department
Manistee City Police
1gth Judicial Circuit Court
Disabilities Network/Northern Michigan
NWM Council of Governments
Michigan Works!
Ml Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative
Ml Youth Opportunities Initiative
Women’s Economic Resource Center
Catholic Community of Manistee
Lutheran Child and Family Services
Manistee County Transportation
Manistee County Medical Care Facility
Staircase Youth Services
Love, INC.
Choices
The Salvation Army
MSU Extension Service
Five Cap
Recovery Consultants
Lighthouse Pregnancy Care Center
North Coast Counseling

Are’yc’watthe’JISCIJ tithie-’?

The HSCB meets each month, on the first Tuesday of each month from 900 am until
11:00 am at Manistee ISD on Parkdale Ave. in Manistee. Everyone is invited.
Membership consists of the chief executive level officer of human service agencies or
their designee, to accomplish the mission of the HSCB and to foster collaboration and
enact solutions.



Human Services Collaborative Body

POBOX 611

Manistee MI 49660

hscbrnanistee(Ei’grnail.com

INVOICE

Agency Name:

___________________________________________________

Contact Name:

___________________________________________________

Address:

________________________________________________

Phone:

_________________________________________________

Email:

____________________________________

Comments:

____________________________________________________

HSCB Membership Dues 2009 $____________

See Dues Structure Below

A voluntary dues structure has been established:

• Larger agencies are asked to pledge $2500.00.

• Smaller agencies are asked to pledge based an amount determined by their operating budget as follows:

Up to $100,000 $50
Up to $200,000 $100
Up to $400,000 $200

Up to $600,000 $300

• Individuals receiving this dues notice are being asked to contribute $15.

Please remit payment and this page to: Manistee HSCB
POBox6ll
Manistee MI 49660

Thank You!

Manistee County HSCB: Maximizing Collaborations creating Fffective Solutions!
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Enclosed please find a Budget Request Questionnaire outlining the Conservation

Resource Alliances application fbr an annual appropriation . Manistee Counts s

past support has helped further our shared mission of preserving and restoring the

natural resources that are so important to our region’s vitality. fhank you so much

for this support and your consideration of the current request. Please feel free to

contact me with any questions that you might have regarding CR1\ and our projects.

Sincerely.

Mait Iiiornas
I )e lpninr (
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SERVICE CONTRACT BETWEEN

MANISTEE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
S

AND

NORTHERN MICHIGAN SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES, INC. (NMSAS)

This contract dated this 15t day of October, 2008 between the Manistee County

Board of Commissioners, (Manistee County), 415 Third Street, Manistee,

Michigan, 49660, and Northern Michigan Substance Abuse Services, Inc., 1165

Elkview, Suite 1, P.O. Box 1278, Gaylord, Michigan, 49734, shall be in effect

from October 1, 2008, through September 30, 2009, for the following services:

Manistee County hereby contracts with Northern Michigan

Substance Abuse Services, Inc. to serve as the designated regional

substance abuse coordinating agency serving Manistee County for

the above-referenced fiscal year. Manistee County shall

appropriate 50% of the Convention Facility Development Funds

(COBO Hall Liquor Tax) revenue in its fiscal year budget as

payment for these services pursuant to Section 6226 of Act 368 of

the Public Acts of 1978, being Section 33.6226 of the Michigan

Compiled Laws to be used only for substance abuse prevention and

treatment programs in the county from which the proceeds

originated. The appropriation shall be paid upon written request by

Northern Michigan Substance Abuse Services, Inc.

Manistee County shall receive an annual compiled financial statement, and a

formal presentation made to the Board of Commissioners a minimum of once

per year.

In the performance of the services to be provided pursuant to this contract, it

is mutually agreed that Northern Michigan Substance Abuse Services, Inc. shall

be and at all times acting and performing as an independent contractor.

This contract and all its rights and obligations hereunder shall not be assignable

unless all parties agree in writing to such assignment.

This contract may be terminated at any time by either party upon ninety (90)

days prior to written notice. Any remaining balance of the payment for services

shall be retained by Manistee County.



All notices and other documents to be served or transmitted under this contract

shall be in writing and delivered to the parties at the following addresses:

County: Manistee County
Attn: Controller/Administrator
415 Third Street
Manistee, MI 49660
231-398-3500

Agency: Northern Michigan Substance Abuse Services, Inc.
Attn: Dennis Priess, Executive Director
1165 Elkview, Suite 1
P.O. Box 1278
Gaylord, MI 49734
989-732-1791

In witness whereof, the parties have executed this contract:

Signed in the presence of: MANISTEE COUNTY

By:

___________________________

Its:

_______________________________

NORTHERN MICHIGAN SUBSTANCE
ABUSE SERVICES, INC.

By:

Its:



NAME OF APPLICANT DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

West Shore Community This application requests a dollar amount equivalent to the ad $214,099 12
College valorem property taxes that would otherwise be attributed to the or
3000 N. Stiles Road gaming facility if that site were subject to such taxation. Total of ($154,129.96)
Scottville, MI 49454 3.0907 mills.

Manistee Intermediate This application requests a dollar amount equivalent to the ad $144,591.55
School District valorem property taxes that would otherwise be attributed to the or
772 E. Parkdale Avenue gaming facility if that site were subject to such taxation. 2977 ($104,091.46)
Manistee, MI 49660 operating millage, plus special ed. voted millage of 17896 total of

20873 mills

A) Operating (.2977) = $20,622.29 ($14,845.99)
B) Special education voted (1.7896) = $123,969.26 ($89,245.47)

B3) Manistee Area Public This application requests a dollar amount equivalent to the ad $1,411,764.32
Schools valorem property taxes that would otherwise be attributed to the or
550 Maple Street gaming facility if that site were subject to such taxation. Total of ($1,016,329.13)
Manistee, MI 49660 20.3800 mills of which 18 mills are generated from Non-

Homestead Property and 2.3800 mills for new school debt
retirement.

A) Non Homestead (18) = $1,246,896.85 ($897,641.04)
B) School debt (2,3800) = $164,867.47 ($118,688.09)

B4) Manistee County This application requests a dollar amount equivalent to the ad $580,236.52
415 Third Street valorem property taxes that would otherwise be attributed to the or
Manistee, MI 49660 gaming facility if that site were subject to such taxation. 5.4615 ($417,712.28)

operating millage allocated; plus extra voted millage of 2.9147
mills, for a total of 8.3762 mills. The operating and extra voted
millage will be distributed as follows:‘
A) County Operating (5.4615) = $378,329.28 ($272,35 /Y
B) County Library (1.0000) = $69,272.05 ($49,86.95) ) ‘?
C) County Medical Care (.4965) = $34,393.57 ($24,759.93)
D) County 9-1-1 (.8000) = $55,417.64 ($39,895.16y
E) Dial-A-Ride (.3276) = $22,693.52 ($16,337.07)
F) Council on Aging (.2906) = $20,130.46 ($14,491.92)

B5) Manistee Township This application requests a dollar amount equivalent to the ad $127,138.73
410 Holden Street valorem property taxes that would otherwise be attributed to the or
Manistee, MI 49660 gaming facility if that site were subject to such taxation. Total of ($91,527.18)

1.48 12 operating millage, plus the 1% Tax Administration fee due
to the Township on all P,I,LT. payments.

A) Operating millage (1.4812) = $102,605.76 ($73,865.89)
B) 1% Admin. Fee ($2 453 297 27x i’ $24,532.97 ($17,661.29)

TOTAL CATEGORY II - 2008 Payment in Lieu of Taxes (5) =

(NOTE: Total Category II - 2008 Payment in Lieu of Taxes payment if reduced by 28.01% $1,783,790.01.
Reduced amounts in parenthesis above.)

(2006 payment was $1,709,550.94.)
(2007 Calculated P.1 L.T was $2,159,750 40 Actual 2007 payment was reduced by 11.82° to $1,904,467.91.

CATEGORY III - Offset of Actual Operating Expenses

TOTAL CATEGORY III - Offset of Actual Operating Expenses (0) $Q,,Q0

-5
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TIMOTHY K. McGUlR, Executive Director

September 26, 2008

MAC LEGISLATIVE (i7’DA TE

In this week’s update

• IJJR m DISCHARGED FROM COMMITTEE, PASSES HOUSE
• FEDERAL ECONOMIC STIMULUS BILL CONTAINS CHILD SUPPORT

ENFORCEMENT REINSTATEMENT
• DEPT OF HUMAN SERVICES SETTLEMENT WILL COST COUNTIES
• 911 PULLED FROM AGENDA, MAC ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN

TALKS
• STALEMATE OVER TRANSPORTATION BUDGET ENDS
• VOTE ON TRANSIT TIFA BILL DELAYED
• HOUSE COMMTtTEE MOVES ELECTED OFFICIAL REPORTING

BILL
• SENATE COMMITTEE MOVES COUNTY EXECUTIVE SUCCESSION

BILL
• LE1N FEES TO BE DETERMINED BY STATE POLICE
• GIS WORKSHOPS - Available to all local government offkials
• MAC LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE PANEL SUGGESTIONS
a OFFICE OF SERVICES TO THE AGING ANNOUNCES THAT

COUNTIES MAY CHANGE AAA MEMBERSHIP

IIJR HI DISCHARGED FROM COMMITTEES PASSES HOUSE

In a surprise move yesterday, the House discharged HJR II! from committee and passed it

overwhelmingly. The bifi would, pending voter approval, eliminate property tax
growth in years when property values fall or remain stagzxant. It would take effect in
2010. The bill requires 2/3 support ofeach chamber to be put on the ballot. The Senate
will likely take the bill up next week, and may amend it to take effect immediately
pending a special election in February. Because of the suddenness of this bill, there is no
fiscal analysis available MAC is salting you for your feedback

With foreclosures already setting a record pace and fifty peront ofcounty revenue

directly related to property taxes, this bill may exaceibate the already tenuous position
your county is in to find fimding far the sernees you provide on behalf of the state.
Please look at your cotmtys situation, and ifyou think this bill would harm your county,
talk to your Senator about it immediately. The relevant paragraph is reprinted from the
bill below:
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FOR TAXES LEVIED AFTER 201Q,THE LEGIsLATuRE SHALL PROVIDE THAT

IF A PROPERTY1SASSESSED VALUE HAS INCREASED BY LESS THAN BOTH

THB GENERAL PRICE LEVEL AND 5 PERCENT, ADJUSTED FOR ADDITIONS

AND LOSSES, THE PROPERTY’S tmAXABLE VALUE IN THE IMMEDIATELY

SUCCEEDING YEAR, ADJUSTED FOR ADDITIONS AND LOSSES, SHALL

INCREASE BY THAT SAME PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN THE PROPERTY S

ASSESSED VALUE. FOR TAXES LEVIED AFTER 2010, THE LEGISLATURE

SHALL PROVIDE THAT IF A PROPERTY’S ASSESSED VALUE HAS

DECREASED, ADJUSTED FOR ADDITIONS AND LOSSES, THE PROPERTY’S

TAXABLE VALUE IN THE IMMEDIATELY SUCCEEDING YEAR, ADJUSTED FOR

ADDITIONS AND LOSSES, SHALL NOT INCREASE,

FEDERAL ECONOMIC STIMULUS BILL CONTAINS CifiLD SUPPORT

ENFORCEMENT REINSTATEMENT

The Federal Senate has put forth its economic stimulus bill in the form of the Reid/ByTd

Economic Recovery Act of 2008, and it contains reinstatement of the federal child

support enforcement program for a period of two years. The program rules were changed

in the 2005 Deficit Reduction Act to forbid states from geffing full matching funds from

the federal government. The Deficit Reduction Act cost Michigan more than $50 million

in total investment in enforcement monies, that has been supplanted by state General

Funds ever since. Please contact your Congressperson and urge support of inclusion of

the Child Support Enforcement provision found in the Reid/Byrd bill in the final version

of the economic stimulus bill. The section concerning child support enforcement is

below for your use:

SEC. 3002. TEMPORARY REINSTATEMENT OF AUTHORITY

20 TO PROVIDE FEDERAL MATCHING PAYMENTS

21 FOR STATE SPENDING OF CHILD SUPPORT

22 INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.
23 During the penod that begins on October 1, 2008.

24 and ends on September 30, 2010, section 455(a)(1) of the

25 Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 655(a)(1)) shall be applied

1 without regard to the amendment made by section

2 7309(a) of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (Public Law

3 09—171, 120 Stat. 147).

DEPT OF HUMAN SERVICES SETTLEMENT WILL COST COUNTIES

The Department of Human Services (DHS) has settled a lawsuit with a children’s rights

advocacy group, saving the state from a potential $400 million dollar judgement if the

state did not prevail in the trial.

One provision in the settlement will cost counties. When children are placed with

relatives who are unlicensed as foster care homes, the placement is not paid for with

foster care funds. There are about 5993 such placements in Michigan currently. The

settlement agreement would require OHS id make efforts to place these children in

licensed foster care. The daily rate paid to the caretaker for foster care is $14.24 per day

for children aged 0 12 and $17, 9 per day for hiidren aged 13-18. If the child is placed
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Thomas D. Kaminski

From: Peggy Falk <pfalk@manisteecountymi gov>

To: Torn K” .tdkarninskimanisteecounty net>

Sent: Tuesday. September 30. 2008 9.33 AM

Subject: HJR III if passed scary times for local government

Morning Tom,

I had sent you an email yesterday on this very thing....of course it will be a big hit to the

County revenue from Property Taxes. Currently our 2 yr sales studies for residential

indicates virtually no increase and in some units decreases. We are just now analyzing

our 1 year sales studies for residential. This 1 year takes in to place the sales between

1011107 thru 9130108. We do not have those completed but what I can see so far there is a

definite decrease in value in at least 8 units by as much as 5+ %. When you add those

sales to the next years (2009) sales who knows what it will be then.

HJR Ill simple explanation: For taxes levied after 2010, if the rate of inflation say is

anywhere between I to 5% and the increase in the Assessed Value for a property is 0 or

less the Taxable Value would then indicate 0 increase in Taxable Value in the

immediately succeeding year. Further, if a propertys Assessed Value increased by 2%

and the rate of inflation is 3% the Taxable Value will only increase by the Assessed

Value increase of 2%.

Peggy A. Falk, Equalization Director
Manistee County
415 Third St.
Mar,istee Mi. 49660
Phone: 231-723-5957
Fax: 231-398-3531
Email: pfalkmanisteecounty.net
Web: www.manisteecounty.net

I I
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MAC has been working toward a compromise on extension of the 911 funding act passed
last year. You will recall that as SB 410 and 411 passed the legislature last year, there
was a sunset added for February, 2009. While the industry wants to establish extremely
low caps on how much a county can charge for 91 1 service, or eliminate the county
surcharge altogether in favor of control by Lansing, MAC favors a more reasonable
approach that would allow counties to capture inflation moving forward into the future.
MAC asks that county commissioners talk with their legislators now to make extending
the sunset a priority when the legislature returns in the fall in a way that maintains local
control. and sets limits that are reasonable and reflect the ability of counties to provide
adequately for the public safety. More information is available by contacting MAC, and
at the MAC Supercommittee meeting next week.

MAC ANNOUNCES GIS WORKSHOPS

The Michigan Council of Local Governments (MCOLG), which includes MAC,
MML, MTA, MAR, and MASB are partnering with the U.S. Geological Survey on an
initiative called the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDJ) The principal goal of
NSDI is to work with stakeholder communities to create an environment where
geographic data sets (roads, parcels, and drains, for example) are created and maintained
at the local level, but systematically supported by resources from all levels of
government.

Three workshops will be held across Michigan to educate local government policy
jroiithe-NSl)t, the benefits to Mithigancommunities, aridpossible strategiè for
impleiiIn!tngdurble, mutually beneficial regional or state-wide coordination.

MAC, MTA, and MML will each be hosting one workshop. Dates, locations, and host
orgaiiization information are included below. Each workshop will be from lOam to 3pm,
with lunch provided.

November 7, 2008 — Marquette, Mich,, MAC
RSVP by’ calling Jennifer Smith at 800-258-1152 or email uicountes.og
November, 10, 2008 — Lansing, Mich., MTA
RSVP by calling Kristin Kratky at 517 121-6467 or email
jnmicntownships,org
December 10, 2008 — Gaylord, Mich,, MML
RSVP by calling Seleena Carpenter at 800 653 2483 or email scarpentermrnLorg

PLEASE RSVP NOW FOR THE MAC SUPERCOMMITTEE!

The annual MAC Supercornrnttee is meeting next Wednesday, September 3
at 9:00 am at the Dontown Lansing Radission Hotel

The Speakers are as follows

9 00 Discussion on a proposed “bottle bill expansion” by Dennis
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December 1. 2006

Patrick K. \lichlke
5975 Falk Rd.
Manistee, MI 49660 1

Dear Mr. Miehike:

At the December 19, 2006 regular meeting of the Manistee County Board of Commissioners, you were

reappointed to serve as the Manistee County Veterans Counselor, This is a four year term

commencing January 1, 2007 and expiring December 31, 2010.

Thank you for serving the veterans of Manistee County.

Sincerely,

/ C,

Marilyn Kliber
Manistee County Clerk

MKijmn
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october 10, 2008

i Patrick K Miehike have dedicated 6yrs in assisting veterans of

our county. I have attended many meetings and events. In order to

benefit our county veterans.

I regret to inform you that I am resigning as of October 10, 2008

as the Manistee County veterans Counselor and from the soliders/

sailors Relief soard.

Patrick K Miehike

J/ç4(1J1L
—/ ,

I
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Thomas D. Kaminski

From: Thomas D Kaminski” ‘tdkaminskimanisteecounty net>
To: ford stone” <fkstonemanisteecounty. net>
Sent: Friday. September 19 2008 12 57 PM
Attach: SolSailRelief DOC
Subject: Fw Soldiers and Sailors Relief Fund

Ford

Attached is the Veterans laws and questions about that law I received from Ted Arens As you know, we have a

meeting scheduled with Mr Arens and several others on Oct 2nd at 10 00 a m Hopefully you will have a chance

to review this information prior to our meeting For some additional background, I can tell you that one of the big

questions will be whether the County Board can levy the 1/10th of a mill without a vote of the people. or whether

this revenue must come from our general operating funds 1/10th of a mill will bring in approximately $100000

They are also concerned about the $300 paid by the County towards burials. Right now the Soldiers and Sailors

Relief Commission pays all Veterans and their spouses for these burials. This money is paid directly to the

funeral home The law seems to indicate that the veteran needs to have assets less than. I believe. $40000 to

qualify These are some of the big issues as well as the attached There seems to also be concern regarding the

job the current Veterans Counselor is doing. I look forward to your assistance at the meeting on the 2nd. Let me

know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Tom
—— Original Message
From: Ted Arens
To: Thomas Kaminski
Cc: George and 8ev Wagoner Art Gale
Sent: Wednesday. September 17. 2008 7.09 PM
Subject: Soldiers and Sailors Relief Fund

Dear fom,

1 hanks for our meeting toda - please tbr\\ard this document to Mr. Ford Stone. I look forard to our

meeting.

Regards.

Fed .\rens

Ledgarens a gmail.com
11231 889 5595
(‘ 5X6 5i) 931

\() 11 1 \1.\l1 (‘II \\(;1’

1) ‘(i



September 1 7, 2008

Attn.: Mr. Thomas Kaminski
\lanistee Count Administrator
3 1 5 Third Street
Manistee, Ml 49660

Subject: Questions for the meeting regarding the Soldiers and Sailors Relief

Fund on October 2, 2008.

As you know Dr. George Wagoner and I have started two Veteran Endoment

Funds through the Manistee. and Mason County Community Foundations. We

have given much personal time, and monies in this effort, It is our desire to get a

unified structure in the county for all veteran organizations in order to help the

\eterans that truly need help. My intention is to clarify, and understand the current

laws, so we best help those who deserve it.

Questions

VETERANS’ RELIEF FUND (EXCERPT)
Act 214 of 1899

35.21 Veterans’ relief fund; levy and collection of annual tax; emergency

appropriation: disposition.

Sec. I.

The county board of commissioners of each county shall annually levy, a tax not

exceeding 1 10 of a mill on each dollar, to be levied and collected as provided by
law, upon the taxable property of each tonship and city. for their respective
counties, for the purpose of creating a fund for the relief of honorably discharged

indigent members of the arm’s. navy, air force, marine corps, coast guard. and

omens auxiliaries of all wars or military expeditions in hich the United States



of America has been, is, or may hereafter be, a participant as prescribed in section
I of Act No, 190 of the Public Acts of 1965, being section 3561 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws. However and the indigent spouses, minor children, and parents of
each such indigent or deceased member. Funds raised in accordance with the
provisions of this section may be expended for the relief of indigent wives and
children of active duty soldiers, sailors, marines, airmen, coast guardsmen, nurses,
and members of the womens auxiliaries during the continuance of present
hostilities and prior to their discharge., in any year which, in the opinion of the
board, an emergency justifying the same exists, the board may appropriate a sum
not to exceed 2/10 of a mill on each dollar for said purpose. The sums, when
collected, shall be paid to the county treasurer of the county where such tax is
levied in each of the counties in this state, to be paid out by the treasurer upon the
order of the soldierstrelief commission duly signed by the chairperson and
secretary of the commission, If any money in the fund is not necessary for the
purpose for which it was raised, the money shall remain in the treasury of the
county as a soldierstrelief fund, and shall be considered in raising future sums
therefor.

Q3S314

It is gnderstand1n that rrentI the County does not tax the property owners
for4hl fun4 Bow much would 1110 ofamill produee in revenue and what are
tbpi#eedursujnga oøplIsJied The law does call fr levying a tax,
butit d otsøtamioiun1o my Iutezpretation.

VETERANS’ RELIEF FUND (EXCERPT)
Act 214 of 1899

35.23 Soldiers’ relief commission; determination of amounts to be granted
and manner of payment; judicial review,

Sec. 3.

rhe super isor of each township and ward in each of the counties of this state, and
where there is no ward supervisor the aldermen of the several wards ofe cry
incorporated city in this state, shall, on or before the last Monday in September in
each year. make and place in the hands of the soldiers’ relief commission of the
county, a list of all the persons entitled to relief under the provisions of this act.
and the soldiers’ relief commission. on the first Monday in October in each year,



shall proceed to determine the amount necessar for aid and relief to be granted
such persons under this act. hich shall be then and there recorded in the hooks to

he kept h’ the secretar olsaid soldiers’ relief commission. [he commission may
determine not only the sum to he paid. hut the manner of paving the same, and
may discontinue the payment of such relief in their discretion. Appeal may he
taken therefrom to the circuit court of such county, by certiorari by tiling
application therefor ith the clerk vithin 15 das follo\\ing the making of such
decision. The court shall hear the case de novo and its decision shall he final.

Q35.234

Why is this not done?

RECORD OF VETERANS’ DISCI-IARGES

Act 83 of 1867

AN ACT to authorize and require county clerks to record the discharges of
members of the armed forces of the United States; and to limit the disclosure of
those discharge records.

The People of’ the State of Michigan enact:

Document Type Description

Section Section County record book for discharges from armed forces;
35.3 1 provision.

Section Section County clerk to record and index discharges from armed
35.32 forces; confidentiality; persons entitled to copies of

discharge records; compensation of clerk: som statement as
to discharges recorded: ‘se\ent\ \ears old defined.

Section Section (‘ount\ record hook ftw discharges froni armed forces:
5.35 certified cop admissible as eidence,

Q3 5-1

Is this procedure in effect?



- — ,
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TRANSCRIPTS OF CERTAIN RECORDS (EXCERPT)
Act 243 of 1919

35.41 Veterans; transcripts of certain records issued without fee.

Sec. I.

Upon request. either in person or by attorney, transcripts, under seal, of any
records of the offices of secretary of state, adjutant general. judges of probate,
county clerks and justices of the peace. pertaining to pensions. insurance payments
or annuities, shall, without charge or fee therefor. be issued to soldiers, sailors and
marines of the several ars of the United States and to their vido s or other
dependents.

UNIFORMITY OF SERVICE DATES (EXCERPT)
Act 190 of 1965

35.62 Combination of active duty service days.

See, 2.

Veterans who served in more than I period of war service may combine their
active duty days of ser ice to make the 90 days required by eteran benefit statutes
or acts.

Just a note for future kfo

UNIFORM VETERANS’ GUARIMANSIIIP ACT

Act321 of 1937

A\ AU concerning the guardianship of incompetent eterans, orphans of
deceased eterans and other incompetent and minor beneficiaries of the ‘ eterans
administration: to proide penalties for the ‘ lolation of the pros isions of this act:



.

to declare the effect of this act: and to repeal all acts and parts of acts inconsistent
sith the provisions of this act.

The People ofthe State qfMichigan enact

Document Type Description

Section Section Definitions.
35.71

Section Section Guardians; manner of appointment.
35.72

Section Section Administrator of veterans’ affairs; interested party in
35.73 proceedings for appointment ofguardian; notice. hearing;

limitation on number of wards.

Section Section Guardians; petition for appointment tiling, content.
ix74

Section Section Guardian for minor; prima facie evidence of necessity.
35.75

Section Section Guardian for incompetent: prima facie evidence of
35.76 necessity.

Section Section Guardians; notice of filing petition for appointment.

Section Section Guardians; bonds, execution and filing; corporate
35.78 guardians. exemption; sureties.

Section Section Guardians; annual accounting; tiling, notice, hearing.
35.79

Section Section Guardians: failure to file account. penalt).
35.8(1

Section Section Guardians; compensation; notice and hearing.
35.81

Section Section Guardians; in’ estments pennitted i ith prior appro’ al of
15.82 court.



a—-b

Section Section Corporate guardians: common trust fund in estments
35.82i permitted.

Section Section Maintenance and support ofsard.
35.83

Section Section Purchase of home for ward.
35.84

Section Section Guardian; discharge. release of sureties.
35.85

Section Section Successor corporate guardians: appointment, conditions
35.85a and procedure.

Section Section Insane veteran; commitment, procedure.
35.86

Section Section Veteran of unsound mind or otherwise in need of
35.86a confinement; commitment. procedure: transfer.

Section Section Construction ofact
35.87

Section Section Unifonn veterans’ guardianship act; short title.
35.88

Section Section Modification and repeals of prior law.
35.90

Section Section Application ofact as to surety bonds, administration of
35.91 estates, and insestments; liability ofguardian, liquidation

of investments.

liSanote for fimnbafb, andat vesans awseofthis info?
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COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS (EXCERPT)
Act 192 of 1953

35.621 County department of veterans’ affairs; creation; administration;
committee; appointment, qualifications, and terms of members; vacancies.

Sec. I.

Flie county hoard of commissioners may create a county department of veterans’
affairs, The department shall be under the administration of a committee of 3 to 5
eterans, appointed by the county board of commissioners, who shall be residents
of the county and who have served honorably on active duty in the United States
armed forces or who served actively in the I. nited States armed forces in a war or
received an armed forces campaign or service medal, to be appointed upon the
recommendation of the posts of each chartered veterans’ organization within the
county. If an opening on a committee of veterans occurs, the county board of
commissioners shall provide notice of that opening to I or more newspapers
within the county and to veteran service organizations within the count. Not more
than 2 members shall be representative of a single war or conflict.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any law of this state to the contrary, a member
of the board of commissioners of a county shall be eligible for appointment.
Members appointed by the hoard of commissioners shall be appointed for a term
of 4 years each. However, the terms for members first appointed shall he staggered
so that not more than 2 vacancies are scheduled to occur in a single year.
Vacancies shall be tilled in the same manner as original appointments for the
unexpired terms.

1n



COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS (EXCERPT)
Act 192 of 1953

35.622 Soldiers’ relief commission; abolition, transfer of powers and duties to

county department of veterans’ affairs,

Sec. 2.

In any county in which the board of supervisors adopts the provisions of this act,

section 2 of the act creating the soldiers’ relief commission created under the

provisions of Act No, 214 of the Public Acts of 1899. as amended, being section

35.22 of the Compiled Laws of 1948. is hereby declared to be inoperative and the

powers and duties of commission are hereby transferred to the county department

of veterans’ affairs created under the pro’ isions of this act, and wherever soldiers’

relief commission is used in Act No. 214 of the Public Acts of 1899, as amended,

and Act No. 235 of the Public Acts of 1911, as amended, being sections 35.801 to

35.804 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, it shall mean the county department of

veterans’ affairs herein created.

1*ts heñtefd

COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS (EXCERPT)
Act 192 of 1953

35.623 Administrative committee of county department; selection of officers,

expenses; veterans’ service officer, appointment; offices.

The committee shall select a chairman and a secretar. The committee is

authorized to incur such expense as shall be necessary in carrying out the
p)fl5 of this act within the budget set up by the board of super isors. Fhe
members of the committee shall he entitled to receie the same per diem and

mileage in attendin meetings as members o1th hoard of superisors. The

committee shall appoint a ‘ eteran& ser ice officer and such other employees as

shall be necessary from time to time to carry out the pros isions of this act. In the
selection of the eterans’ ser ice officer hereh authorized, the committee shall

consult ith and request the assistance of’ an association or council of organized



veterans in such county, and any recommendation from such association or

council of veterans as to the personnel to he appointed by said committee under

the proisions of this act, hile not binding on said committee, shall be gien the

greatest consideration. [he hoard of superisors shall furnish, equip and maintain

reasonabl adequate office facilities for the county department of eterans affairs.

1n

FUNERAL EXPENSES OF VETERANS (EXCERPT)

Act 235 of 1911

35.801 Veterans’ burial expenses; payment by county; application;

definitions.

Sec. I.

(1) Except as otherwise provided under subsection (2), if an honorably discharged

member of the armed forces of the United States who served for a period of not

less than 90 days of active service, or who is discharged under honorable

conditions after serving less than 90 days of active service because of a service-

connected disability, during a period of time in which the United States was at war

or during the Vietnam conflict, or the spouse or surviving spouse of a member of

the armed forces of the United States, dies possessed of an estate, both real and

personal, not exceeding the sum of $25,000.00, over and above all encumbrances

and was a resident of the state at the time of death and a resident of the state for a

period of 6 months before entering the service or for a period of 3 years

irnmediatel\ before death, the county board of commissioners or the hoard of

county auditors, upon application by the executor or administrator of the estate of

the deceased person. or h’ the person ho incurred or advanced expenses in

connection with the burial of the honorably discharged member of the armed

thrces. or the spouse of the honorably discharged member of the armed forces,

shall pay to the estate of the deceased person, or to the person who incurred or

advanced the burial expense, the sum of $300.00. If the inestigation pruided fur

in section 2 shos that the deceased did not leave a dependent survi ing, hut did

lea e an estate suIicient to meet la\\ ful claims, including burial e\penses. then the

county hoard of commissioners or the board of county auditors shall not pay the

e\penses. Ihe application shall he submitted ithin 2 ears after the date of death

of the deceased person.



/

(2> On the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subsection, the
estate limit provided for under subsection (1) shall be $40,000.00. Fhis subsection
does not apply to a county if the county board of commissioners passes a
resolution h\ majorit vote that exempts the county from the requirements of this
subsection.

(3) Wa county makes an election under subsection (2), the county shall file a cop
of the resolution ith the department of management and budget. The department
of management and budget shall report not less than annually to the legislature
which counties, if any. have made an election under subsection (2).

(4) As used in this act, service’ includes service in the armed forces of the United
States in a place of emergency. as described in section 1 of 1965 PA 190. MCi
35.61, when ordered to do so by the government of the United States.

(5) As used in this section:

(a) “Estate” means the ownership of real or personal property at the time of death,
the title to which was held either in the sole name of the decedent or by the
entireties, tenancy in common, or joint tenancy with the spouse. child, or parent of
the decedent, but does not include i-cal property owned by the decedent as the
homestead of the decedent.

(b) Homestead” means a dwelling or a unit in a multiple unit dwelling and
includes a mobile home or trailer coach.

Info

FUNERAL EXPENSES OF VETERANS (EXCERPT)
Act 235 of 1911

35.803 Duties of counh’ clerk; record of application and reimbursement;
headstones.

Sec. 3.

it shall he the duty of the clerk of the board of super isors or hoard of county
auditors as the ease ma he upon recei ing the report and statement of expenses
pro ided tbr in the preceding section, to transcribe in a book kept for that purpose
all the facts contained in said report respecting such deceased soldier. sailor or



marine, or the deceased wife or widow of the same, or such deceased army nurse,
and to report such application and statement to the board of super isors or the
board of county auditors, as the case may be, at the next meeting thereof It shall
be the further dut of said clerk upon the death and burial of any such soldier,
sailor or marine, and upon request therefor, to make application to the proper
authorities under the goernment of the United States for a suitable headstone as is
no or may hereafter be provided by act of congress, and to cause the same to be
placed at the head of the grave of such deceased soldier, sailor or marine. And
also, to cause a suitable headstone to be placed at the head of the grae of the
deceased wife or widow of such soldier, sailor or marine or army nurse if the same
shall now or hereafter be provided by act of congress.

Info

FUNERAL EXPENSES OF VETERANS (EXCERPT)
Act 235 of 1911

35.804 Veterans’ funeral expenses; payment by county.

Sec. 4,

All expenses incurred in such burial as provided in this act, shall be audited and
paid by the board of supervisors, or board of county auditors in counties having a
board of county auditors, the same as other legal charges against the county.

QLSø41 tspravUve4

MARKERS FOR VETERANS’ GRAVES (EXCERPT)
Act 63 of 1915

35.831 Flag holders and United States flags for eterans’ graves in cemetery
belonging to city, 4illage, municipality, or township; petition; expense;
purpose.

Sec. 1,

(I) Ihe legislatie hod of a city. illage. rnunicipalit. or tonship in this state,
upon the petition of a local, or an affiliate of a reconi,ed eterans organilation



0

( or of 5 eligible voters of the city. village. municipality, or tov nship. shall procure
for and furnish to the petitioners. at the expense of the city. illage. municipality.
or toss nship. a suitable flag holder and United States flag for the grave of each
‘veteran ssho sened in the armed forces of the United States and who is buried
within the limits ofa public or pris ate cemetery located within the city, sillage,
municipality, or township. The requirement to pros ide a suitable flag holder and
1. ‘nited States flag for private cemeteries does not apply in the current fiscal year
where an initial request for a suitable flag holder and United States flag exceeds
50 graves within a particular township, but would apply in the following fiscal
year at that township.

(2) A flag holder and United States flag shall be placed on the grave of a veteran for
the purpose of marking and designating the grave for memorial purposes.

MARKERS FOR VETERANS’ GRAVES (EXCERPT)
Act63of1915

35.832a United States flags for veterans’ graves in privately owned cemetery;
request; expense.

Sec. 2a.

(1) A privately owned cemetery. upon the request ofa family member ofa veteran
of the armed forces of the United States who is buried within the cemetery. shall
provide a suitable United States flag not larger than 12 inches by 18 inches. at the
cemetery’s expense, for the grase of the seteran. The cemetery shall be responsible
for the cost and maintenance of the United States flag.

(2) A prisately ossned cemetery shall provide the United States flags required
under subsection (I ) for placement during Memorial day. the fourth of July. and
Veterans day. and may. but shall not be required to. pros ide the United States flags
during an> other times of the y ear.

(3) A request to a prhately owned cemetery under this section shall include the
location of the gras e of the seteran for hom a I ‘nited States flag is to he
pro’ ided. I he family member ss ho makes the requect is responsible for placing the
I ‘nited States flag on the grae of the seteran. and may supply and uce, at his or
ha ms n cpense. a suitable flag holder I he pris at:ly osned cemetery is not



responsible for placing the United States flag or flag holder on the gra\e of the
veteran. fhe privately owned cemetery may remove the flag and flag holder if they
are not remoed by the tbmily member who made the request.

(4) In the case of a mausoleum or other burial chamber containing the gra\es of
more than I eteran. a privately owned cemetery need only supply I I nited States
flag for placement at the mausoleum or burial chamber to memorialize all of those
\ eterans’ graves.

Info

MONUMENTAL. BUILDINGS (EXCERPT)
Act 130 of 1889

35.851 Veterans’ memorials and monumental buildings; joint construction by
municipalities.

Sec. I.

Whenever any township. incorporated village. city. or county. in which a veterans’
memorial or monumental building or structure is proposed to be erected, desires to
erect or to unite with another township or townships. village or villages, city or
cities and county or counties in the erection of such veterans’ memorial building or
structure, each such county, township. village or city shall have the right to aid and
assist in the construction and building of the same to the same extent as though
such building or structure vas to be used solely for such township, illage and city
or county purposes, and each such township. village, city or county shall have
power. and they are hereby authorized to contract ith each other and thereby
determine the proportions that each said tonship. village. city or county shall pay
towards the construction of said building or structure, the architecture and
arrangement of the same, and the separate portions respectively. hich shall be
occupied or used by the respective parties to such contract, Ihe erection of a
eterans’ memorial or monumental building or structure is hereby declared to he a
tonship, village, city or county purpose.

‘ff0



MONUMENTAL Bt ILDINGS (EXCERPT)

Act 130 of 1889

35.853 Veterans’ memorials; raising building funds.
C,ec. .

Each township, illage. city or county so erecting or so uniting in the erection of

any such building or structure may raise the funds necessary lhr the same in the

same manner and to the same extent as is now pros ided by law for the building of

municipal buildings.

Q3&853-1 Please explain

Document Type Description

Section Section Veterans’ memorials and monumental buildings; joint

35.85 1 construction by municipalities.

Section Section Veterans’ memorials: municipal building committee,

35.852 appointment, powers and duties, tenure.

Section Section Veterans’ memorials; raising building funds.

35.853

Section Section Veterans’ memorials: property of municipal corporation,

35.854 uses: perpetual maintenance fund.

MILITARY FAMII.Y RELIEF FUND ACT

Act 363 of 2004

AN ACT to establish the military family relief fund in the department of military

and eterans affairs to proide assistance to families of certain members of the

reserx e components of the I nid States armed ftrces on acti e dut : to pru ide

for the distribution of money from the fund; to prescribe the duties and poers of

certain agencies and o0icials: and to pros ide for appropriations.

Flistori: 2004, \ct 363, lmd, Ff1 Oct. 6,2004



c 2007 Legislative Council. State of Michigan

The People o/the State ot Michigan enact:

Document Type Description

Section Section Short title.
35.1211

Section Section Definitions.
35.1212

Section Section Military family relief fund: creation as separate fund:

35. 12 13 expenditures: amounts credited: investment: availability of

funds for disbursement; lapse.

Section Section Use of money.
35.1214

Section Section Grant application; criteria; review; determination: notice:

35. 1 2 1 5 denial; distribution; maximum amount.

Section Section Rules.
35.1216

J$f

Torn. I realize this is somewhat lengthy, but it will help us understand the law

better, and the rights of veterans.

I look forard to our meeting.

Rezards.

Ted Arens
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VETERANS RELIEF FUND (EXCERPT)
Act 214 of 1899

The county board of commissioners of each county shall annually
levy, a tax not exceeding 1/10 of a mill on each dollar, to be
levied and collected as provided by law, upon the taxable
property of each township and city, for their respective counties,
for the purpose ofcreating a fund for the relief of honorably.
discharjjndgnt members of the arrny nay ajr force,
marine corL coast guard, and womps auiiLiarj of al( wars or
military expeditions in which tlj UeiSate&QLAu1cahas
5eenJcc mayjierefterbe, a jrticpant s prscribed in
section 1 of Act No. 190 of the Public Acts of 1965, being section
35.61 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, a,pd the indignt spouses,
minchUd.re and parents of each suchjjrior deceJ5d
mernber.Funds raised in accordance with the provisions of this
ection may be expended for the relief of in eiij wiy
children ofctfve ijt1soTdiers, sailq isjairrnen coast
uardsmen1nurses and members of the women.s ufliarie..s
during the continuaace of present hostilities and prior to their
dischare. However, in any year which, in the opinion of the
board, an emergency justifying the same exists, the board may
appropriate a sum not to exceed 2/10 of a mill on each dollar for
said purpose. The sums, when collected, shall be paid to the
county treasurer of the county where such tax is levied in each of
the counties in this state, to be paid out by the treasurer upon
the order of the soldiers relief commission duly signed by the
chairperson and secretary of the commission, If apy money iq
the fund is no i cear far the purpose for which it was raised1
the money shall remain in the treasury Qfthecauntyas
soldier reIeLfundand shall be considered in raising future
sums therefor,

Documents

MCi Thapter In’iex

Chapter IS

ct 214 of 1890

Set tine 15 21

Section 3521
linkable 3 printable

35.21 Veterans relief fund; levy and collection of annual
tax; emergency appropriation; disposition.

Sec. 1. 1

hip e’iI.itiirenii.u’ S1 thjd ucsjndp “‘3k’\ lin\ ) iflilcC i-p\ Jp;i1c tLt( )hje. ) I
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Thomas D. Kaminski

From: Juhe Hebert” <jhebert@sh’awassee net>
To: <tdkaminskimanisteecountymi gov>
Sent: Friday. October 17, 2008 11 33 AM
Attach: Veterans Survey Responses doc
Subject: Veterans Survey

Good Morning’

Attached please find a copy of all the responses we received from the Veterans survey If you have anyquestions please do not hesitate to contact us Margaret McAvoy the County Administrator will return to the officeon Monday

Thank you.

Julie Ilebert
lXeCLIti\e -\ssistant
\drninistrators Office
(989) 743-2222

lii l’iu



Snopsis

Ihe survey questions listed below \ere sent to all 83 Counties in Michigan

Veterans Survey

Reiscd October 15 2008
Reiscd October 17, 2008

• 3 Counties responded to the survey.
• b C ountu out of LhL 33 th it rcspondLd lc a VULr ins Mill ige I hosc ( ountics tnt. ludc Br inch ( ount I Iuion ( ount \luskcgon C ounix \sago ( ount Oakland C ount md

Washtenaw Count”,
• ( ountic’ out of thc 33 that rcspondd Ic ‘ undet thc VctLr ins RLIILI I und Public \ct 213 of 1899 Ihose C ounties includc Branch ( ount’ \Iuskcgon Count NL\a\ go (ount

Oakland (‘ounlv. and \Vashtenaw (‘ountv.

Does sour County levy a millage lbr Veterans services? If yes. how many mills and what is the total collection.
2. I)oes your County levy under the Veterans Relief Fund. Public Act 214 of 1899?
3. If a millage is levied, does a board oversee the finances and administration of services? Is that board appointed

have final authority?
4. Please provide a list of all millages levied by your County including the amount levied and the total collection.

by the Board of Commissioners? Is the board an advisory board or do they

Rarr’ Count Barr (ount\ does not cs \ a mu ase tor
Veterans ser’we.

Lcs °th ofj ni!aee o take care
nd ‘pues

o nj ‘ j ears more a r onie
e.ars ss.

Ye’.. ‘e’.
I nal thorit’ re,t’. o ith Boarj
(‘imo ners

Question #4
d to he Levied C

Library .7457
Older Persons .5394
Older Persons (appros ed rollback)
Hospia I 000
Ambulawe 9720
Count’s )ps 4.8004

S926.200,843 is the 2008 Taxable Value of All

___-

Our 20C4 millaes leied are as Ibllows:
General Fund operations

Comm i.ion on Ainn operations
Central )ispatch I: 9 1
Transit operations
Charhor Park
Medica Care Facility l)ehi Retirement
Jail Op anne - -4”562.

on on $OEi

1:10,1 -5:’—

()per tine 911 -

Ian u d ass otorcemem 382

Cm
Alpena County No, se do not.

Question #1
Not applicable.

Question #2
Not applicable

Question #3

l3rnh ( 1001.

.0106

54242
4907
.8750
.2481
.2259
6784



‘so. At one ume. a millage (I 10 ofa mu) was
les ied for the operations of the \ eterans Sers ices
otlice but the Dept of I reasury told us it was
illegal to lesy a millage for that purpose and
would not allow it. Subsequently. we have
pros ided an appropriation from the (leneral F und
to the Office of Veterans \ffairs in the amount
that would correspond to 1 10 ofa mill,
Genesee County does not currently lesy a millage N
specifically for Veterans Sers ices

We used to tollow I 92 and had empowered
C ommittee, per the law, hut we recentl mosed to
214 and eliminated the Committee We now
follow the 214 law that hasicalk crants power to a
three member commission, appointed h the
Probate (‘owl Judge, to onl make determinations
as to whom to pros ide financial assistance, I he
‘veterans Dept. and staff report directly to County
Adm imstrator. Administrator des elops budget
equest for Counts Commissioners, currently

about SI 2(3,000,

,s t t)c iii nc’t ot ‘v.tcrans \t)air B <ird,
b ci n pr cd if 3 sc tns ‘v ipp inted

B it I of C n r ets is ‘ o

Re iseil October I5 2008
Re4ised October 17, 20(38

‘veteran Relief’ 1(3
I t)nls one estra soted millage for seniols a mill

and about S650.000

2008 d Valorem: County operating: 6.1203
55,283.349, County I ibrary: 0,9 5P6,925;
Health Dept. 0.2 S 172,650 (will go to 0.25 in
2Olfl): Bay Community College: 1.0 $863,250:
Sr. Citi,ens Programs: 0,4 - 5345.300. Ihese
amounts do not include lI’T collections or lIFA
captures.

(lenesec County has the following lesies which
are projected to generate the following resenues in
2008 2009:
a. Cleneral Operation - 5.5072 mills -

S64.972.263
b F nergency Medical Sers ices Paramedics) -

4847 mills - $5.5i82
c Parks and Recreation .4847 mills -

$5,568.o62
d Senior Services - .7 mills $8,032,219
e I ninsured Health Sers ices 1.0 mill -

$11,488,884
General Operation 3 9552 mills S6.704703
Medical Care F acihty .6000 mills S8ll.838
Senior S’r ices 3968 mills S672.202
Ambulance 2c00 mills - $338,266
Ambula ice I mills $202,960
Senior “cr5 ices 5000 mills S6’6.32
MCI [) ht- 3800 rlls-5514,164
M 1 ac ILS ted by H iron ( oonts ire
Md C ar I i.i ts I) s ij r i’

‘s’766 I
inn t

rJ

t (hehoy can
C ounty

Dickinson
C ounty

Genesee C ounty

We use ‘13. hut instcad of separate millage
Leneral tund mone\ is used and we only pros ide
what we think they II need.

4

NO

‘so ii i n C ii is s iii ii c nJen
L N ‘ ctni 6 if ‘Fit. I )i C L tint i

s 9 \1( I “ Ci’ q i ii s th
\ t ncs C ‘8 f )4 48

Hillsdalc County NC)

H ton C itt

NA

‘v taL I p 20116 II d ii C its o kcts (S
I si ci a iii ippr S “ r

C 8



I ron (ount does not lc a on lace \\e has e a

contract tlr Vet’s Counseling sersice ssith a tax

exempt \ eterans Organization ss h ich ss as

established last scar to pros ide these ‘ers ices ss ith

monc 532500 appropriated fiom the General

Fund.

Kent Counts NO. —

No. lhc General Fund \ppropriate S600—S00 per

ear to the Soldiers & Sailors Relief Commision
s hich meets monthk and authorizes expenditures
ti’om the General Fund tir burials and narker
inundations. 50.000 budget per sear.

‘ee ahos e s e changed since the 11re iousl

appointed \ etcrans \ttair Board and the ( unt ‘s

emplo cc, the Vets (‘ouncilor, ssere not responsive

to the budgetar authorit> of the 130( and sere

terminated through re—organ i,at ion. C )ur I rial

(nun .ludge appoints the three members o ho are

paid the same meeting fie and millage as the Bt)(

Re ked October 15. 2008

Re ised October 17. 2008

Older Citizens - 0 2 mills appiox S284.0’6

Roads - I (i mills approx. SI .322.4o2

Veterans \tThirs’ - 08 mills approx. Si

Iron Cnunt It )0S tasable s alue is 5431.4 I .102

and the illocated millage authorized is 6 53 and

I esied ink I is 6,1624. 1 he soter approved

millage are es ied in December and are: Youth

( amp Operating 5001) s oter appros ed. and .4011

Ic’. ied: Medicare Operating I . t) appro’. ed, and

.4911 levied, Senior (‘itizens Operating .2

appros ed. and 2546 levied: Health Department

2500 approved, and .1408 Ic’. ied: Refund Bond

Debt I .o500 approved, and .8080 levied:

(‘ourthouse Bond .600t) approved and 2500

levied: and Medicare Bond .2.0 approved, and

1.5000 levied.
- -- -

Our levies (or 2008 ‘.ere are:
General Fund 4.o8l mills S38.144.790 7 I 08

I ass Lnforcement 1.2291 mills 511,793137

12 1 08
Juvenile I-Tome Debt .195 mills S 1.586.959

II I 08
I ran’dt <ii approved II 4 08) .63 milk 55.127.097

12 I 08
County General 5 4562 $4064079.

COA- 4988 -$371,533.
Public Transit - 25 - $186,213.
Library - 2488 - $185319.
Animal Control/Rec1clin-25 $1 86 13.

- Operating - 4,2803 ($87,504,422 in 2008);

I - Corrections Detention - 0.7893 <S 16.259,887 in

2008 :

*
- Senior Sen iLes 0 3244 <56,682,766 in 2008)

Millages per the 2008 lax Rate Request:

Conntx Operating 6(1307

\mi’tfance 0.6183
Li,.l,j Sersce 1,”500

Road I atrol 2 692
0 650’

1 “an; 1at ,‘n XIS

s’ I iv Ratc RL;ust

/
County

Kalamazoo
County

Kalamazoo counts has no dedicated millage for

veterans’ sen ices.

Kalkaska Counts No - 4N/A N/A

1 ake ( ount\ I ake ( ounty does not levy a millage (or Veterans

1 i” \ i uc ‘r t”

459 ioô t



I ace ( ounty

ci

‘c e do not 1ev Iar Veteran Sen ices, hut have
been deahng cc ith these issues over the past
couple of months. \\ e currentl proc ide fundin
ti’om the (ien. fuiìd. \ppro\. I 100 of a in ii tr
Soldiers and Sailors Relief Sonic \ears ccc
budget -0-. Depends on eNpenses the prey otis
sear. Veterans’ burial and Vet, Counselor salary
are annual gen. fund approps.

T No veterans levy in Marquette County.

I
Mason County does not levy a millage for J N A
Veterans’ services. We allocate 0 003 mills of
our County Operating iiui I lage for Soldiers &
Sailors.

Our Veterans Affairs Board operates cc tb
appropriated General fund money. Ve have spent
about 55,000 year for the last several, plus about
SI 2.000 year for veterans hui ials.

Re ised October 15. 200S

Reised October 1, 2OO
)pcrating 5 3381, appro S55. 395

\mhulance 0 appros SI “p0,690
I t t) 4969, appro\. 588,933
Parks 0.3969, approx $88,933
Airport 0.4969, a,ppro\ 588,933
20(Y7 \1illages:
County 4.3631, S3,92,600.87
Hospital I . 1818, $l.004.032.l 3

2008 Fa\able value is SI ,06328.084.
\lillage is as follocvs:

yen. operating 46 I 5
library 1 .000
Medical Care Facilit .4965
911 .8000
Fransportation 3276
Council on ging .2906

Mason County is ill he Ievviig the Iolloiving
m1//age’ in 2008.
lu/i 1. 2008 (Zountv Operating 4.996” mi/Ic
ld/hk’tIlCdl 5 2 mi//ion
Iic’eeni/’er 1. 2008 .So/c/ierv c .Sailor - .003
mi/Ic (allocated, 54. 0(). 00

flec’mn!’t’r 1, 200k 1le/ica/ (‘are I
Opi’’ating 0. 9646 mills (i’ ‘(cdi SI. 4 ,ni/Iin

[)eecnther 1, 2OWc’ .ccflun’ ( ‘i(j:en Prugrams —

222 intl/c (voted1 5323. (100
Dccewther 1, 2008 ,JaiI Operating — 8 on/Is
(VOIL’LJ) 51(28 000

t’ta1 kvg wI/ hc 6 “663 mi//s.
General I und 5,9299 mills $7,520,000
I MS .5 mills $634,000
C ommiscion on ging 4984 mills $612,000
\iecosta C ount Medical (‘enter C onstruu ion
Bonds .451” mlls s,5”100()

R’ad Patrol: I .uQX u”5 .2 12)
Senior) ti/Lit” 645
I J;d nut t he L’’Wt\ IH’La:CJ ul (i6 to

1,’1cratL .iprto\ S_tijo ‘,,r)t ‘.ni

ink nr ti’L “rLL .l

No

No

‘$1

No. But ccc have been researching it.

I
\Iackinac
Counts

\lanistee C ount

Marquette
[County

Mason County

Mecosta C ounty

\ 1 c” rn nec
(. (I’i,

NA

No.

I
NA

‘$0.

No. tti c etcr.rns -crc n.e ‘t t.er ‘. tW1Je, out of

‘h c...’cra: a’d ‘s-14.h

3



FN
\Iuskci.on
touni

I ssasgo
Counts

Oak hind Counl

1 of a mit etleLted.

Ne a en (ount les ies It) for \ eterans Relief

s hch totaled S II .858 in the 20137 Audit.

( nbned Iu ‘. 214 and I °2.

Our County does lex under the \ eterans Relief

Fund. Public .\ct 214 of I 899.

I ut receis ed additional information on question

2. Oak land County does less a 0003 ni I lage

sshich generates approximately 530,032. shich is

used for ernereenc relief serGces liar our
seterans. food, shelter, assistance ss ith utilit’s hills.

etc. I apologiie I did not have this information in

m initial response.

Our Board of ( omnitssioners appoint’ the

\ eterans Relief Board, Out 130C has final

appros il m all mon ie ‘pent.

Reised October 15 2008

Reked October 17, 204)8

General I und Operating 5.3777 2Ot) \udited

S7.20c,832
Sheriffs Road Patrol .0085 - 200’ .\udited -

51.145.586
C ommksion on Aging 4992 2007 Audited

S52.858
\ eterans AIThirs .0916 2007 Audited - SI 13.858

Medical Care I acilits Bond Issue .39 551 179

he Counti does Iesy the folIos ing millages. and

the p,rojçcted gross resenues are a lialloss:

General County Operating Millage
3.1900 mills

S257,o79042
Parks and Recreation Millage

.02415 mills S 14.851.907

Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority Millage

.2146 mills $ l3.l97595

Oakland Counts Zoological Authorit Millage

.10 mills S 6.149.838

Please be ads ised the aboxe reenues are

estimated, and do not include offsets. such as [IF

districts, which may capture a portion of the taxes

collected. lfou have any further questions please

contact me. Fhanks

(ouni’v it//I he iet’ i,n. the tot/owing miI1agc iii

20(JN.
J/ / .700 ‘t C’ mutt’ I IperatinC 5 ( ‘fi() ,n,il.c

ia/loc..ai,.’di
DeL Lm&r I 201)5 3rnhulance Operating 9945

101/1% /l’ofCL/i

,nI’e,, 1. 2 ii I ledi.,a/ ( ‘ai’. I .i..tliti

Opt, auig .7 4 () mills fyi k

Di i inF’ r I, ‘IJ(iS C’ un :1 on i,n’e Opei annç

.‘Fl1’% i ii

( )ceana ( ount Oceana County does not /eyamil/agL Jor % .4 3

i eteran.s’ sLrviL hut iloe/ hudgit S2() 000 Dr

,Sohher and .S,,lurs Rc/ief ( ‘o,nmis s Ion and

So 501) br v rereiis burial /‘ liclits in .7(H) I/l

funds are thargt ii to thc ntral I LI/id

1) IrI\r / 2 1)5 t/( / 1/u ‘.iiiiy / 7,1



Reised October 15, 2008

Re ised October 17, 2008

‘ I (SiC H%!IUt 1 j IWO iijiiu,i/.5?IC/h’f i1i

In /hJ Id 1 0 ‘Ii h $j(’ti mi//I ljt 1ii I k’ Cn?htr

1 ‘10/ It’IV i t/I b !‘ (0 C II V S 00j hi r

Our Counl\ does not lcs millage specitkall for \o

eteran ser ices. \ e do hose er appropriate the

equk alent of 10d of a mit to the soldiers and

sailor’s fund. This amount is taken horn the

rolled back counts allocated mi age

No. Sluaassee (.ount\ does not le a millage

for veterans Services The veterans Aft4irs

O111c is funded out of the ueneral hind o rh

IX tIll for 10(18 dud VetLran Bu ils i’. the

fu9 ILl out of 0 e deneral h ‘d at SI 8,t)( V (0 tor

‘l1l 8

I he Board made the Lhangc from the Soldiers &

Sailors Commission format to a Veterans Affairs

Board a couple of y ears ago, This is a
member beard that includes tse Comrnisioners

ssho are s.eterans. I his board makes all veteran

assistance decisions o ithin the budget and polic

guideline’ approsed by the Board of
(ommisioners, I he F iscal Ser ices Director

taf fc the Veterans \ flairs Board.
N’

,n:iIs
S 8717 counts rolled back from 70000,

1:86
0,4904 council on aging. St 85.561

02389 sheriff equipment. $94,181
4) 1V) ambulance operations. S I 88,404)

0 5000 ambulance equipment. 5 189. 194

1.0000 sheritTperations,S378.389

Our e\tra oted millages include:

F ‘t’ 1008 Le’y
Operations. 3.6 mills (Headlee limit 4.2650).

S 36.38.000
Parks. .3165, 53.043.000
F9l I. ,340’, 54,238.000

I Y 1u)il cy
‘04)7 1 axahle Value 1.798.809.010
C ounk: 5 1146
\Iedi,.al (are l,rI8

(ouncil on \glne 166”
I ‘i IOVX I

iX [,t\d(’C \ .t X ‘“o,5 10

C ints ‘ ;I3t

L:.’ ...‘rL

)scoda ( ount’
N A

Otsego County Otsego does not ley a millage under 213. ‘vk e

have a Department of Veterans Affairs created

under Public Act 192 of’ 1953, We hind the

department out of the (ieneral Fund.

Ottasa Count’

Shiasa’,see
C ounty

I,—

No,

No

‘ Bus 0.2500 S 289.065,l

Commission on Aging I .0000 51.1 56.263.

(‘ommunit Center 0.1875 S 216,799.6

Park 0,0593 $ 68,566. I

Sportsple Operating 0.2948 S 330,866.f30

; F ibrars 0.4000 S 462.505.9

F MS ‘Ambulance) 0.4000 S 462.505.Q

\l-FFC 0.6464 S 747.408.H

• L niersit Center 0.5569 S 643,922.9

Animal Control t).3000 S 346.87S7



5’t. (lair County

St Joseph
(ount\

& 7 & 3. St (lair c ounly does not le

spec ificall for \ eteran’s ser\ ices. eteran’s

ser iCes are nc luded in the ( enera I I u nd I he

l)epartment has 2.5 people and their 2008 budget

is S1 41,399 \. e also contract siih I apeer

‘ount\ to pro ide them with Veteran’s sers ices.

I he pay us S45.iiOO to pros ide sers ices to their

s eterans,

Re ised Octolwr 15. 2008

Re ised October 17. 204)8

\lcdicJ (are 2ti

I or 2008 sse hake millages and collecOons of.

Parks & Recreation - -4954 mills generates

S.l67.837
I )rug I ask F orce — 281) nil R generates

Sl.92 379
Senior Citiiens - .5 mills generates S3,lQ252

I brary - ‘ nil Is generates S4,46. 15

General I und 5.3265 mills generates

S4.06().324
County Operating 478 reduced h [leadlee to 454

Roads 1 -4)
911 Central Dispatch 75

COA 75
Iransportation .33

I he \ashtenaw County Iloardof( ommissioners

approed I 40a oF a mill under PA 214 of 1899

on October 15. 20u8. The ashtena County

Board ot Commissioners is presentl considering

hether to approe I 30h of a mill pursuant to its

authority under MCLA 35 2 I to pro ide funding

fr indigent ‘veteran ser\ ices. A Resolution

appros ing the indigent eterans’ millage was

approed at the I3oards \kas Means

( ommittee on October I, 2(108. 1 his les s ill he

on the Board’s agenda fur final appru al at its

October 15, 2008 Board meeting. If appro’ed on

)ctoher I , 2008, the millage ill he es ed and

collected in December, 2008 for ‘ise in ak.ndar

‘.Lar 2009. I he a I lade it .inpr 5 Ld will

cri r k. ppro\mate ‘s 6

Yes. [he indigent veterans5 millage currentl

pendine before the Board of Commissioners is

being brought pursuant to PA 214 of’ 1899. 11’

approved h the Board ut Commissioners on

October I . 201)8. the lesy would be in compliance

with pA. 214 of 189Q.

In connection with the request for the indigent

veterans’ niillage. a Resolution is also pending

before the Board of Commissioners for its October

15, 2008 meeting to reoraani.’e hos seterans’

services are provided in Washtenass Counts. \e

currently provide services pursuant to PA 77 of

1935 MCI A 35. Ili. This section permits a

county board of commissioners to t’trnd a local

council of seteranc to pros ide seterans ers ices

throughout the (‘ounty, Over the years. this

relationship has des eloped to the point ss here in

lieu of pros iding mone1ar sers ices to the local

council of vetcrans, the C ounty has by contract

established a \ eteran ‘set S ices Department.

der the pendn tet’r,auJat on w ch s n (1 e

Boards ag’ida U ‘ ct her 2tiu8 Oic C ounty

w 11 -cur cJ’H,c cin ‘S ccs P i o v

1 °11

General Operating Millage 4.5493 ($71,613,384)

Parks snd Recreation Millage-extra soted--.2353

• (S3.04,005)
Parks and Recreation Millaee-e’stra soted--.2367

• S3.26.033
Parks and Recreation Millage-extra voted--,,2409

S3,Q2.I58
• I nhanced Fmerency Communications System

• Slillace-extra voted--.2000 tS3.148.325i

Van Buren
Count

V ashtenaw
County

No NA.

2008 taxable value is $1.81 7,133.527

Opera0ng 4.4719 - $12,012,598

Ambulance .3567 $958,182

Roads .9769 $2,623,188

Public Safety 5351 $1,437,407

Public fransit 2480 $ 666,187



\k exflrd CountvM)

tatutor\ rro isioti. the Board of ( omm SsIOners

vould uteate a counts department of veterans’

attnrs. In addttion, the Board vs ould create a
liv c—person S cierans affiirs comm lice vs h ic h

vs on Id adm in Rtcr the department of veteran

aflatrs, I he members of this committee must be

veterans. I nder PA I 92, the Board of
Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the

local council of veterans, appomts the live person

veterans affairs commotee. Ihe live-person
Vetcrans Atiutirs Committee, once properl
appointed h the Board of (omm sstoners. vs on Id

oversee the tinanees and administration of the

indigent veterans’ relict millage. Conversely, if

the proposed reortanitation i rejected b the

Board of Commissioners, the funds generated b\

the indigent veterans relief millage vvould he

administered h\ the Soldiers Relief Commission

pursuant to PA 214 of 1899 (MCLA 35.21).
Michigan lays is clear that once a Veterans Affairs

Committee is established under PA 192 of 1953

(35622) that Committee replaces the Soldiers

Relief Commission and vsould have the tinal

authorit on svhether a claim for indigent funding

yvas valid as vsell as hoss much should be paid per

claim. In no event, does a counts hoard of’
ccimrnisioners have the authorit) to approve or

dipprove a claim far indigent veterans’ relief

lIE PROJ IDE tV O[ Fk ‘F, TELEPHOVE I \L)

15, 0(10 TO I SOLIDER.S’ S. IlL ORS [t \ D -l \ 1)

20,000 I OR I LTLR4 \S El ‘RLILS THE

PT RO\ IL RESPOVSIBLE FOR li-IF

SOLI[)ERS ct S’-lIIJ)RS IS 4PPi’)I\ [ED El JUL

PRO!? I/Fit DGF 11/F PERSO\
RLSPO\MR1F fOR file LL!LR\ RI 115

/5 1 REP 1PPOL\ lED B) 11/F SF1 IL Of’

tII( lilt, l

(“nintv 1/lcL1lLLI:

Pub/ft .5 a/cit ¶15

C flll’( 1 30
‘nu c: VQ”6

Rc i%etl October 15, 200S

Re ised October 17, 2008

6. “9 -- 6,6 “3, “66

935. /56 In/mat
295312 S’cnior

V2, /) 12

8
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